Since there were no black officers, eleven white officers were assigned to train and prepare a total of 429 enlisted men and 47 officers who would become the Tuskegee Airmen, the first black military personnel in the flying school. Mrs. Roosevelt was so impressed with the program that she established and maintained a long-term, long-distance friendship with some of the pilots. From 1941 to 1946 over 2,000 African Americans completed training at the Tuskegee Institute, nearly three quarters of the qualified as pilots. The rest went on to become navigators or support personnel. Together they were known as the Tuskegee airmen. During the war the 99th Pursuit Squadron which was later renamed the 99th Fighter Squadron flew in the skies over the Mediterranean and Europe. The missions were primarily as bomber escorts. The 99th Fighter Squadron had the distinguished record of never losing a bomber to enemy fighters. In addition to shooting down enemy attack aircraft, they also shot down the belief that African Americans were not suited to responsible military service.
In 1948 President Truman ordered the desegregation of the United States Military. 
Documents:
This packet of documents includes correspondence between Eleanor Roosevelt and Cecil Peterson, a student at the Tuskegee Air Corps Advanced Flying School. Mrs. Roosevelt initiated the correspondence because she was interested in hearing the firsthand experiences of life at Tuskegee and she and Mr. Peterson continued their letters throughout the war. 
Questions:
The following are suggested essential questions surrounding the Tuskegee Airmen:
